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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

Dear Parents,  

Welcome to this week’s newsletter.  

 

Whole School Mass 

We gather as a whole school again tomorrow at the 9am Mass to celebrate the feast of the Assumption. The children did a great job 

last week and I’m sure will be great again tomorrow.  

 

GA Bush Dance 

All eyes are on Friday’s fundraiser for the Aussie Farmers. I encourage all families to come and be a part of this 

fundraiser on Friday night. You will have received the emails with information on how to pay for the evening 

and order food for your family. Don’t forget that there is another Free Dress day this Friday. If you are unable 

to come to the event, there is the ability to donate via flexischools. 

 

Senior Band Tour 

The children head out to Booval and Laidley on Thursday and will play for St Mary’s Beaudesert on Friday. Thank you to the staff 

and children for sharing their time and talents with other school communities. I know that this will be a very rewarding experience 

for the children. 

 

Free Parent Presentation 

Theme: “An Extraordinary Future”  

Parent/Adult Presentation: “THE FUTURE FOR OUR CHILDREN” This powerful and entertaining 

session from an education futurist will explain what form those actions can take, and how we can best 

prepare our children for their dramatic and extraordinary future. We will focus on the capabilities they 

will need up ahead; and the endless possibilities for their working careers in their adult lives.  

Date:    Thursday 13 September  

Time:    Hospitality 6:30PM / Presentation 7.00PM – 8:30PM  

Venue:  Assisi Catholic College 173 Billinghurst Crescent, Upper Coomera QLD 4209  

Parent Registration: https://goo.gl/forms/fANrvRwlgbsuyJRB3  

 

The Presenter: Tony Ryan is an ‘education futurist’. In the past two decades, he has directly worked with over 1000 schools, colleges, 

TAFEs and universities in 10 countries around the world. His work focuses on developing learning that generates excitement in young 

people for the future.  

 

He is the author of Thinkers Keys, The Ripple Effect, Mindlinks, Wrapped In Living and a series of manuals and workbooks that  

stimulate innovative thinking in classrooms. His latest book ‘The Next Generation’ was released by Wiley and Sons publishers in late 

2017. Tony has twice appeared recently on national TV, and in numerous radio interviews and feature articles in newspapers and 

magazines. He is an ambassador for School Aid Australia, a non-profit organisation that has raised over $5 million in the past ten 

years to support children in disaster-affected regions of the world.  

 

More information is available at www.tonyryan.com.au and on twitter at aussietony. Contact Danielle Carter for any further 

Information dmcarter@bne.catholic.edu.au  

 

 

We recognise the traditional  
owners of the land 
The Kombumerri people 

Edmund Rice Drive ASHMORE Qld 4214:  PO Box 267, Ashmore City QLD 4214 
Phone: 5510 0055 Fax: 5510 0056  Email: pashmore@bne.catholic.edu.au   Web: www.gaps.qld.edu.au 
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Competitions 

Good luck to our children who will be competing at the Speech Contest on Saturday in Japanese and to our Year 5 and 6 bands who 

compete on Monday and Tuesday next week in the Gold Coast Eisteddfod. 

 

Book Week 

Next week is Book Week at GA! We have a lot of special events planned for the week, but one special event 

will occur on Monday when our very own Mr Zac West will officially launch his first book. Congratulations, 

Zac, on a wonderful achievement. 

 

Staff News 

Jodi Duvauchelle will be on a week’s leave this week.  We wish her a great break. 

Some of our teachers will be working on their Digital Skills with support from BCE today. 

Rob Fraser and Helen Mills will be attending a finance meeting next Tuesday. 

I will be travelling with Catharina Kemp, Graham Harley, Rob Fraser, Anthony Heath and Rita Monteith on the Band Tour on 

Thursday and Friday. 

 

Have a great week! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Stephen Montgomery 

Principal 

 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION  

Congratulations Mr Montgomery! 

Last week at the BCE Principal Leadership Forum, Stephen Montgomery was awarded 

the prestigious Tom Fitzsimons Award for 2018 by the Brisbane Archdiocesan Catholic 

Primary Principals’ Association. Stephen was recognised for his dedication and 

mentorship of his peers, his outstanding professionalism and collegiality. 

 

What makes this award even more special is that Stephen was nominated by his peers to 

be shortlisted and then voted for to receive this award. It is a fantastic acknowledgement 

of Stephen’s dedication to leadership in Catholic schools across South-East Queensland. 

Congratulations Stephen! 

 

Forgotten Lunches 

Any child that forgets their lunch will be provided with a sandwich and a piece of fruit from the tuckshop. The bill for this food will 

be sent home with your child that day. We ask that any outstanding bills be settled this week.  

 

Morning Routine 

We have noticed that children are increasingly being dropped off well before our staff come on duty at 8 am. Our grounds staff require 

this time before 8 am to keep the areas around the classrooms clean and tidy. Unfortunately, over the last few weeks they have been 

unable to use some of their equipment due to students being dropped off well before 8 am. Any student arriving before 8 am needs to 

wait in the Quad with their bag. Students arriving well before 8 am need to utilise our Before School Care. 

 

 

Lost Property 

There is a large amount of lost property on the trestle table outside of the hall. 

Any items that have a name on it has been returned to its owner. Any items not 

claimed by the end of the week will be donated to charity. Some items like drink 

bottles or Please encourage your child/ren to check for any missing items. 

 

 

 

 



 

Practicum Students 

You will notice some new faces around our school over the next month. We welcome pre-service teachers from Australian Catholic 

University, Curtin University and Griffith University. Hosting pre-service teachers is a vitally important cog in the teacher training 

process and ensures that our next generation of teachers get the much needed experience they need before they graduate. 

 

See you all at the bush dance! 

 

Brenton Edwards 

Acting Assistant Principal 

 
 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

Qualities of Angels 

This week’s Quality of Angels is SUCCESSFUL. At Prayer Assembly on Monday, 2 Maroon shared what 

being successful means. They told us that being successful means you commit to your goals and strive to do 

your best. Success comes when you don't give up; when you keep going. Our school community has so many 

examples of people who are successful at lots of different things – music, sport, public speaking, art and 
dance. The one thing that these people have in common is their dedicated commitment to achieving success. 

 

Monday Morning Cuppa and Catch Up 

We would like to invite any parents and friends attending Prayer Assembly on Monday 20 August to join the 

students from 2 White and Mrs Callaghan for light refreshments served in the Kombumerri Centre Kitchen 

directly after the assembly concludes.   

 

Whole School Mass – Solemnity of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 

Last week all GA staff and students participated in a mass to celebrate the feast of Australia’s only saint, St Mary of the Cross 

Mackillop. Thank you to the students for participating in and behaving so well at this mass. Thanks also to our wonderful choir and 

Mrs Kemp for leading the singing, to our School Council Members who read and to those who assisted with setting up and packing 

up the church. 

 

Whole School Mass – Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Tomorrow, Wednesday 15 August, all GA staff and students will again attend mass to celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary. The Assumption signals the end of Mary's earthly life and marks her return to heaven to be reunited with her 

son, Jesus. 

 

Tuesday Parish Mass 

Students in Prep Maroon, Prep White, 5 Maroon and 5 White will join other members of our parish community to celebrate 

Eucharist at 9.00am on Tuesday 21 August. Parents and friends are most welcome to attend. 

 

GA Family Mass – Year 4 and Year 2 Buddies  

Year 4 and Year 2 students and their families are invited to their GA Family Mass on Sunday 26 August commencing at 8.30am at 

Mary Immaculate Church. It is hoped that families with children in Year 4 and/or Year 2 will attend this mass and join in sharing 

Eucharist with other members of the Southport Parish. There will be a relaxed morning tea after mass so please bring a plate to 

share.  

 

GA Big Bush Bash 

The GA Big Bush Bash is less than a week away now so here are some reminders of what you can do to help. 

 

Firstly, thank you for your generous support in providing chocolates for the Slam-o-Choc that will be run as a fundraiser on Friday 

evening - we received about six washing baskets of chocolate!!! 

 

Entry and Food Order 

Please ensure you purchase your family entry tickets and food via Flexischools by 11pm this Tuesday 14 August.  

Pre-payment for entry, including entertainment by Ridgey Didge Bush Band - $10 per family 

Pre-payment for food - $20 family pack = 2 burgers + 2 sausages & bread + 4 drinks or $5 per burger and $3 per sausage & bread  

*THIS IS MOST IMPORTANT FOR CATERING PURPOSES* 

 



Unable to attend the GA Big Bush Bash? You can still make a donation via Flexischools if you would like to as shown in the image 

below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are unsure how to access Flexischools, please see the following instructions or if you prefer not to order online, please 

complete and return the below Bush Dance Family Entry and Food Order Form to school in an envelope with payment enclosed no 

later than this afternoon Tuesday 14 August. 

 

Fundraising 

Thank you to those who have already provided generous donations for our raffle and chocolate wheel: 

Barrow Full of BoozeRaffle – donations of mainly beer (six packs are fine) or spirits (we are looking for spirits such as rum, 

bourbon, vodka, scotch, tequila or one of the many liqueurs such as Baileys or Kahlua) would be greatly appreciated as we have a 

fair amount of wine now (although we are obviously still accepting wine too). These can be dropped at the school office no later 

than Thursday 16 August (due to safety reasons, please do not send these to school with your child).  

Chocolate Wheel (fancy name for lots of smaller, faster raffles) – donations of any kind would be greatly appreciated. We would 

like to have around 15-20 gift packs made up with each having a value of around $100. Some examples of what could be donated 

are: 

 

Toys and books (for kids gift packs) 

vouchers and gift cards (examples of some we have already received are Super Butcher vouchers and Time Zone vouchers ... if 

you're trying to think of something to donate, beauty services, massages and the like are always popular as are Coles/Myer gift 

cards, Woolworths group Wish cards, fuel gift cards or vouchers for leisure activities and attractions) 

• homewares 

• sporting goods 

• jewellery 

• cosmetics, perfumes and toiletry products 

• etc. 

 

These donations can be placed in the basket in your child’s classroom (so these can be sent to school with your child) or dropped at 

the school office no later than Thursday 16 August. 

 

PLEASE DIG DEEP AND HELP OUT WITH DONATIONS FOR THE CHOCOLATE WHEEL, ESPECIALLY IF YOU HAVE 

A BUSINESS THAT SELLS PRODUCTS OR PROVIDES SERVICES SUCH AS THOSE LISTED ABOVE. IT’S A REALLY 

FUN ACTIVITY AND WE WILL MENTION THE NAME OF YOUR BUSINESS ON THE NIGHT, ON POSTERS AND IN 

THE NEWSLETTER. 

(IF MAKING A BUSINESS RELATED DONATION, PLEASE EMAIL YOUR BUSINESS LOGO BY THURSDAY 16 

AUGUST TO sflynn@bne.catholic.edu.au FOR INCLUSION IN NEWSLETTER, ETC). 

 

Free Dress Day this Friday 17 August – wear your best bush gear and bring a gold coin donation. 

Guardian Angels supports Drought Angels Wristbands still available to purchase – return the envelope that each child received 

recently with a donation (minimum $2). Wristbands can be worn at school each day this week. 
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We still need a few more tin cans for table decorations too - please send these to your child's classroom or drop them off at the 

office. 

 

There will be further information available about this event later this week, including a map showing where things are happening 

and instructions on how to collect your pre-ordered food vouchers.  

We hope that your family will be able to join the GA Family to support our farmers while having a boot scootin' fun time...don't 

forget to bring your extended family and your friends to join in the fun.  

 

YEEEE-HAAAA!!! 

 

Instructions for Flexischools Payment for Bush Dance Entry and Food Order 

Go to Parent Portal 

Click on ‘Tuckshop & Uniform’ on left side of page 

Click on ‘Flexischools’  

If registered: 

Click on ‘My Account’ or ‘Order Now’ 

Click on ‘Login’  

Click on ‘Online Ordering’  

Next to Drought Angels logo, click on ‘Order Tickets’ 

Click on ‘Add’ for each item required and select quantity (or insert amount for donation and click on ‘Add’ again and then ‘Save 

and Continue’) 

Click on ‘Next: Select Payment’ button 

Select payment method and click on ‘Continue’  

If not registered: 

Follow Steps 1-3 

Click on Register button 

Create account by following the instructions (you need an email address to do this) 

Follow Steps 4a-4g 

 

Remember to strive for success this week. 

 

Shandel Flynn 

sflynn@bne.catholic.edu.au 
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CURRICULUM CORNER   

Angels Challenges: 

This is the final term where students are able to earn their year level badges which are awarded in the first 

weeks of Term 4.  Please refer to the website for information.  

http://www.gaps.qld.edu.au/Parents/Pages/Angels-Challenges.aspx 

 

Academic 

Competitions: 

Only two to 

go! 

 

 

Book Week – Find Your Treasure 

 

Book Week is coming in Week 6.   

 

Dress up for the whole school on Friday 24th Aug with parade for P-4s after assembly. 

 

Yr 6’s dress up on Monday for Mr West’s book launch  and can wear their costumes again on Friday. 

 

All students are invited to dress up but please, don’t hire costumes.  The theme is Find Your Treasure, so find the treasure in your 

child’s favourite book and dress up as that character or representation of a story. 

 

Monday 20th Aug Tuesday 21st Aug Wednesday 22nd Aug Thursday 23rd Aug Friday 24th Aug 

Book Launch:  Prepare 

to Soar by our resident 

author, Zac West – Yr 

6 (Yr 6’s dress up day 

– details will be 

provided by class 

teachers). 

Author visit in the 

library: Cameron 

Selzer Prep- Yr 4 

 Author visit:  Yr 5 –  

Zac West 

 

 

 

GCC Librarian Visit 

for Preps. 

Dress Up Day!  

Book Week Parade 

P-3 confirmed – 

straight after morning 

assembly in the hall. 

 

2pm 

Convict Quest: Yr 4 in 

the Quad – Parents 

welcome to attend both 

events. 

 

Learning Power of the Week is Persistence. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WiLqD7eoxs0  

 

There are lots of examples around the school of persistence.  Mr West has published his first novel, which we are all celebrating. 

 

Students in Japanese are practising for their speech competition on the weekend.  Good luck to them! 

 

Last week Jake Lunney and Sophie Cargill in 1M received Learning Power awards due to their persistence and independence in 

their learning.  Congratulations for not giving up even when learning gets hard. 

 

 

 

 

Have a great week! 

 

Jo Makin  
Primary Learning Leader 
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MUSIC NEWS     

Senior Band Tour- this week!!! 

Our hard working Senior Band will take their performance out west this term to tour Laidley and Beaudesert. Please note, we had a 

change of the schools we were to perform at. We will now be performing at Sacred Heart in Booval then St Mary’s in Laidley on 

the Thursday. We will then stay overnight at Camp Moogerah.  On Friday we will perform in Beaudesert. This will be an overnight 

tour for our established members of the band.  

Please bring with you: sleeping bag, small pillow, casual clothes and warm clothes, toiletries, instrument, music, water bottle, 

morning tea and lunch for Thursday and a towel.  

We leave on Thursday 16th August at 8.30am, please be in the hall at 8.15am for roll call. 

Wear: band uniform, shirt that goes with the normal school pants or skirt with black shoes. You can get your band shirt from the 

uniform shop. See Mrs. Hendry. 

  

Eisteddfod- week 6  

Following on from our exciting band tour in week 6, we have our Eisteddfod performances for all musicians from Year 4 – Year 6. 

The bands will perform in their year level ensembles in a competition style event against wonderful musicians from local schools. 

This is a great opportunity to listen to other bands and meet musicians from other schools.  

Here are the details of the performances: 

  

Monday 20th August- Year 5 Band, section starting at 1pm, leave school at 12pm. 

Tuesday 21st August- Year 6 Band, section starting at 12pm, leave school at 11am. 

Thursday 23rd August- Year 4 Band, section starting at 9am, leave school at 8am. 

Friday 24th August- Jazz Band, section starting at 9am, leave school at 8am. 

  

Kind regards,  

 

Catharina Kemp  

Music Teachers 

 

 

 

 

SPORT NEWS   

 

Under 11 Hockey 

On Sunday 5th August Mackenzie W, Jessica S, Tye S and Christopher K travelled to Brisbane to play in the Gold Coast 

Representative under 11’s hockey teams. Everyone played well, with the Girls Division 2 team going through undefeated.  Overall 

it was a wonderful day with new friends made, lots of fun had and an awesome day out. 

 

District Athletics 

Congratulations to all the students who competed in the Hinterland District Athletics Carnival championships at Somerset School last 

week. Guardian Angels had some fantastic results with students achieving personal best and some breaking some records. Mollie H 

broke the record for the 11 years Girls 1500m and 800m Alexia A for 10 years Girls 1500m and 800m, Tiarni H for 10 years girls 

long jump. We had many finish in the top 2 and are waiting for the results from the Hinterland Gold carnival to see who has qualified 

for the Regional Athletics Carnival. I would like to thank Miss Millner, Mrs. Buckley and Anthony Heath for all their hard work on 

the two days. I would also like to thank all the students for a wonderful attitude and for putting in a big effort at the carnival. 

 

Regional Athletics  

Regional Athletics is on Tuesday September 11 and Wednesday September 12 for all those who qualified through the District trials. 

 

Catholic Athletics 

The date for the Catholic Schools Athletics and Ball Games is set for Friday 14th September at Pizzey Park Athletics Club and St 

Kevin’s Catholic School. Training for the Catholic Team will be Tuesday and Friday morning at 7.30am. Friday afternoon at 2pm. 

We will also have high jump training at 1st break on Thursday, long jump training 2nd break Tuesday and shot put training is on 2nd 

break Thursday for those in the Catholic team. 

 

Marty McGregor 

mmcgregor@bne.catholic.edu.au 
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P & F NEWS   

 

Welcome to this week’s newsletter and we hope that everyone is well.  

 

GA Bush Dance  

Don’t forget to come and support this awesome fundraising event for Drought Angels this Friday night.   There will be so many 

exciting things to see and do including Pony rides, Petting Zoo, Fairy floss and a Jumping Castle.  

See you there Friday night 😊 Yee haa 

 

School Banking  

Don’t forget banking day is every Wednesday.  

 

GA Café  

Don’t forget to come and support your school coffee shop. We are open every morning and serving lovely Silipo coffee and hot 

chocolate beverages.  

 

P&F Meeting 

Don’t forget our next P&F meeting is Tuesday 4 September at 7pm in the staff room. Everyone is invited to attend, and we look 

forward to seeing you all there. 

 

Have a great week 

Your Friendly GA P&F Committee 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK   

Every student is important at Guardian Angels.  To recognise this, the school presents a Student of the Week Award to children 

from each class each week.  It is a special honour, with the recipients receiving their awards from the Principal or Parish Priest at a 

full school assembly. 

Chelsea B 6B, Chelsea A 6M, Jessica R 6W, Mason K 6G 

Cruz S 5B, Roy R 5G, Thomas E 5M, Molly L 5W 

Caiden N 4B, Koby G 4G, Josh H 4M, Cayden C 4W 

Tai C & Rhys N 3B, Liam S 3G, Rubi M 3M, Ruby R 3W 

Atticus T 2B, Tahlia H 2G, Matilda V & Nicolas S 2M, Angel R 2W 

Mitchell W 1B, Albie K 1G, Chloe G 1M, Emily D 1W 

Jayden M PB, Wyatt B PG, Toby S PM, Hugo H PW 

 

 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER   

 

Group 3 – Week starting Monday 20th August 

Monday Carol Oshyer, Samantha Castle 

Tuesday Kim Litchfield 

Wednesday Carol Oshyer, Liz Ponak 

Thursday Louise Hutchins, HELP NEEDED PLEASE 

Friday  Leah Harrop, Julie Jordan, Nada Panuccio 
Baking  Fiona Prince, HOME BAKERS NEEDED PLEASE 

Sushi  Jacqui Ranger, Rika Wong 

 

The Tuckshop is always looking for new volunteers. If you can help in any way please call/email/text Rachel.  

rnowlan@bne.caholic.edu.au 0410565393  
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WHAT’S 

August 

14 Aug  ICAS - Math 

15 Aug  Whole School Mass – Feast of the Assumption – 9am 

16 Aug  Yr 1 Firefighters Visit 

17 Aug  GA Family Bush Bash 

  Free Dress Day – Wear your best bush gear - Gold Coin Donation 

  Senior Band Tour 

20 Aug  BOOK WEEK – Find Your Treasure! 

24 Aug  Book Week Parade (straight after assembly) P - 2  

31 Aug  GOLD COAST SHOW HOLIDAY 

 

September 

05 Sept  Yr 3 Space Night 

07 Sept  P – 2 Sports Day 

09 Sept  Yr6 Southern Tour 

10 Sept. Prep Farm Excursion 

12 Sept. Prep Farm Excursion 

14 Sept. Catholic Athletics 

17/19 Sept. Mick Beard Public Speaking Competition 

19 Sept. Billy Cart Derby 

21 Sept. Last Day of Term 

 

October 

08 Oct  School Resumes 

12 Oct  GA Colour Day 

25 Oct  Day for Daniel 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


